_ THINGS 
| Plain and Weighty 


REFERRED h CAR 
Unto the Conſideration of both Houſes } 


of Parliament, aſſembled at W, eſt - 
minſter, March 5. 1690. 


That Peace and Happineſs, Truth and Juſtice, 
Religion and Piety may be eſtabliſhed 


-amonegſt us for all Generations. 


11 


Prov 28. 2. For the Tranſgreſſion of 4 Lend, many are the 
Princes thereof : But by «a Man of Under ftanding and 
| K yowledge the State thereof ſhall be prolonged. 


I 5. 13. Therefore my People are gone into Captivi 
becauſe they have no — x and their —— * 
Men are famiſhed, and their multitude are dried up 


| Lone Tp. 
WA! Ys e my #s ls Leak vith * rene * e 4d 8 2. * Fs 
. — $14 4 . 2 n a 
Te en Hes , Proper ee e 
* W 5 Aube * * * is Ax) * a 1 i. ' 9 ar 6k - - 
8..: . {/ # at 7 KL £ Gr ” Pf a4 Argh nh 


# # . #/ 0 


Printed in the Year 1690. 


(3) 

Things Plain and Weighty referred 

unto the Conſideration of both 
Houſes of Parliament, &c. 


1 * a flanderous Report of the Goſpel, That ſome affirm 


thereof, as if it did allow to do evil, that good may come, Rom. 
= r — —— _ of Old, He = 
Rock, bus Work, is perfeft : for all bis Ways are Judgment, 4 God 
of Truth, and without Iniquity, juft and right is be, Deut. 32. 4- 
Thou art — — ——— and can not look or: 
Iniquity : wherefore | upon them that deal treacherouſ! 
Hab. 1.13. God that is boly, fhall be ſanttified in Ri ne/7, 
Iſa. 5. 16. For I the Lord love Fudoment, I bate F 
Burnt-Offering, and I will direft their Work in Truth, Chap. 61.8. 
Will ye ſpeak wickedly for God, and talk deceirfully ſor bim I Job A 
13.7. Fer the Nerd the Lord is right, and all bis Works „. 2 u 
done wry; per 33-4 But Fudgment ſhall return wnto Righ- 7 q 
rconfneſs, ard all the upright in Heart ſhall fellow it, al. 94. 15. 
The Morks of bis Hands Sre Ver and F idgment 3 all bis Come 
mandments are ſure : 'They ſtand faft for ever and ever, and ave 
done in trwh and wprightneſs, Plal. 111.7, 8. The Lord i 
teous in al bis wayes, and holy in all bis works,Pfſal. 145. 1. e 
+ Texts might be alledged to manifeſt, that his Glory is not to 
be advanced by-finful means: lndeed this cannot for it 
would be contrary.to-his infinite Pucity and Upcightnels, 
* with whom dwells no ſhadow of Evil. 
But experience hath diſcovered, that when ſome have de- 
figned Rebellion for their own Ambition, Intereſt and Revenge, 
they muſt have a Fig-leave to hide it frem ſimple Peopie,whorm 452m 15. 
they. draw on their ide; And what can be better Abſa- 8, 11. 
lens Yow, Religion and the Glory of God, as hath been the 
method of former Ages x this hath been made aſe of as a pre- 
2 S tence 


(4) 
tence to ſurther their own damned Enterpt ixes. Good Get ! 
that thy Name ſhovid be ſo abuſed, by vile Miſcreants ; That 
thou, ho doſt abhor, and haſt revealed thy Wrath againſt all 
Rom. 1.18 Vreig hreonſweſs men, ſhouldft be made uſe of to paronizeit A 
as if thou wert ſuch an one thy ſelf. I am aſtoniſhed to think of 
this horrible perwefting of thy Wars aud Natore! ' Men 
would not dare do thus, but cho Hl ſt rhy Tongue, Hab. 1. 
13. Otherwiſe there could be no Tryal, whether they would 
do thus or not. But notwithſtznding all the practices of wick- 
ed Hypocrites (through which Strangers and the Ignorant 
may miſappretiend the God whom we ſerve.) thou wilt be juſti- 
fied. when thou ſpeakelt; and clear when thou judgeſt-at-the 
laſt and great Day: And even now thou art in tiüs, and dl 
other matters as thou ſpeakeſt in thy Word. | 
The Author of the New- Teſtament obſerved by his own 
Example, what he taught and commanded to others; When 
he was betrayed. into the Hands of Wicked Men, though he 
cou;d have had more then twelve Legions of Angels, yet made 
not the leaſt oppoſition. He was the Son of God, King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, and conſequently exemſ t from paying of 
Tribute to them ; yet rather then he would give — he 
lat. 17. ww a Miracle for the payment tbercof. And hath left 
this tanding Commandment: to all his Followers, Render unte 
Cæſar tbe Things which are Cæſars, Mat. 22. 21. Now the prin: 
ci pal thing belonging to him is Subjeftion and Ligeance, as it 
is mot e particularly explained, Rom. 13. Te miſt needs be ſub- 
jet not only for Wrath, out for Conſcience ſakg. Kender therefore 
to all their dura, Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to h 
Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour t0 man Hanour. Theſe 
things are as much due to the ſupreme Magiſtrate; as is the 
common duty of a Child ton Pare. He hath right to them from 
his SubjeCts, as they have to their Goods, Eſtate or Honour. 
The Doctrine of Loyalty and Obedience to Governours is laid 
down in as plain terms, as any other duty in the Goſpel ; and 
8 my — who acts —— Truth. 
4 ch are worn, ſelf-willed; 2 Pet. 2. 10. 
of.curbulent and factions Spirits, have found out ſotne little 
agd trifling Eyaſions againſt theſe expreſs Texts. There is'a 


way 


(8) i 
it the, World of | when there l 
eh ey ne NS 
fions : But this is a trick either to wreſt, or make the 
mandaments of God of none effect. The wickedthus vindicate 
er palliate/ their rouge proneg — — 
. — 
t the great Law- ; when one to 
account before him, will not be trified ith, —— 
Devices will aot-now paſs in humane Courts and Judicatories. 
They have ſo-much the 7 — for by 
the of the Moſt 
Noſe af Wax (ſome have 


wiſe God will not be out- witted by them. The Criminals 

are not to make their own conſtruction oſ the wake 

which-they bave offended, bat muſt. receive 
righteous tz and then the Wrath 

1 Fl Cee, hall be 3 

the Tru 7, — 

them: Aud kei 2 unto them that art corten- — 


and do not * Varig h. uſes we”, 
—_— = 
N « Bip. þ of Tryal is aver, Pit 
is as certain and true, as that the Scr ſulſilled. 


Rom. 24. 


only to thoſe 
dient to bis 55 


inſt). he would 
not have og Man reign over them; 


Opinion or ſalſe 
— —— ground with — 1 
Anointed, . Done could | © 
xviitloſs. — the Divinity of and miſthic- 
voug in irs :effefts.; but let it be examined by that wordgwhich 
it to try the Doctr ines hatherſth — wade och a 
Chriſt deli vered that command of Obedience to i 
at that very time when- an Heathen Emperor was in the 
Throne, when Herod and Fentius Pilate were ſubordingte o- 
verfiours ; when he was Sentenced to Death by uijult judg 
ment, Perer would have hindred the execution, bat was con- 
manded to pat up his Sword in the Sheath. His A 
Preached the ſame Doctrine after the Kings of the Earth ſtood 
n np, and the Rulers were gathered tog againſtthe Lord, 
ainſt his Chriſt ; which doth thee ſome have 
ite the Goſpel contrary to whit the fitſt Founders of 
ended, and have put that reſtrition-which they never 
deßgvel. 0 ye perverters of the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, 
. authority have ye to do theſe things ? By your e. 
ns and gloſſes, you have diminiſhed Fw the umy 
155 —— of the commands ; — po make diſtincti- 
2 5 86 Law maketh none? To come tothe Old Testa. 
ment wherein ye ſo much truſt, what do ye think of 8 
from whom So had rent the Kingdom, — RAV. 


ta him may be ſeen, 
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” either] is 
N it; * not b 


baba 


i from 
uſe they were Jews, 
4.4 Boys, yr thus 

r God the 


ever 
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doußtiy fibid 0 lay 
forcement. "How cy Men over-look' ſuch plain 


= * are quick enoy out 
—_ e eir EE "Ir nag — _ 
we oh. 5 e ing 
y 


Die inter 
neglected to put — 2 2 Gd to be, e the Principaliies and 
rates, Tit 3. Ws Hamer, of if they could 


es, WT 


have £0: rupted the cue Grace, 

wtherwiſe they could not turn Religi 
this doth not aJlow tho leaſt Wickednels, bo 
is the greateſt ſin, that is commenly-comn 


' 4t)iv-againſt the 
e 92 
think, Men mi 8 warning by chem that 
i T 


e of Core, nc 


tam ———— Wound, who wot hive 
9 qþece.. Though thi | 


© Feb woech bon un * 
"the vf-Menp! ve \Þ 
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75 


ene Eee LIND produces agg 
thoſe,wh have ger dy: 1 
endleſs — all the tors On 0 Re 


rz. 4. 15. Nation „Tam unwilling to e mine own Country-Men, but 


am afraid we ore a * to eur [ing ighbours, that we are g 
rebellious En as by our 88 


Hiſtories it doth appear: re we conſult them, aft 

that ſeveral have came to a miſerable & untimely end; iche bes 
fineſs of Dathan anch. Abirum was afar of, and long ſince, theſe are 
later and come home. What. if in our own . ſome — 
been deſtroyed in a . e 9 

had 4hcir Dc pectacle. 184 — 

1 Cor. io mentione 1 ch fell upon 

to dehort others Bam th 1 * ich were the occalidn there- 


of ; ſo that may n according to —— 
—— that ws may not commit Rebellion as ſome of 
l and fe and rw ey. dung of rien 
or enam and arc written 

2 of ok which come hereafter. 
en Log . indi — — —— Este; of 
the Lord Bla me the way © e of, to which 
giver occaſion then the carriage of the 
| * yalty to 
the State | Then which 


is more fe in which; if r htly un- 
rden n area would ma ws, wh, Ie: 
Sudjects in the World; he who lives accordingly is — 
33 [eſs to him wham God hath placed over his 


W e Conſtitutions are commonl/ 
aber oo there are in the mean while 


contentions among the le ; ſome crying for this, 
ae for that —— a none know wherefore. 
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obedience in ſuch kinds of relation, if we do our parts, we 
2 0 | 


| TERS | 
their own gore, trodden under foot andno Man to regard 


mem; we may hear the cruet inſtruments of death bellowing 
forth wo and deſtruction, the skreeks and groans of dying 


Men. There is amultitude of ſlain, and à great number of car- Nahum. 3. 


caſes, they ſtunnble upon their corpſes ;, areal Landskip of miſery, 3 
occaſioned by their own fin and folly. They thought ir at firft 
2 fine and gainful thing to be diſtur bers of a quiet ſtate, but 
ſuch is the event thereof;und it is to be feared further on, for 
ſeditign's exclude Men out of the Kingdom of God, Gal. 5.20, 21 

As Health is the greateſt good to the Natural Body, ſo is 
Peace to the Publick. Ir is better to have a conſtant Health, 
but when interrupted by Sickneſs, then a proper Remedy is 
ſeaſonable to reſtore : So in this world of Sin and Confution, 
it is better to prevent the miſchievous effects at firſt; but when 
they come forth, they mult be ſuppreſſed again; which may be 
cloſed up & mollified with Oyntment inſtead ofthe ſeverer Remedies. 

But what if our Rights and Liberties ſhould be invaded, and 
thoſe in Authority ſhould take too much upon them, as to be» 
come Arbitrary, Unjaſt and Tyrannical? 

This is the reaſoning of fleſh and blood azainſt the Com- 
mandments of the Goſpel, and in like manner againſt forgiv- 
ing In jur je. We are not to go according to the dictates of 
Fleſhly Wiſdom, or of natural and preſent preſervation to inhe 
nt the Kingdom of God; To ſubmit to a light inconvenience 
for that, is very conſiſtent with true prudence : But this is an 
Argutnent from an abuſe which may happen, and if that were 

cient to condemn or ſurceaſe a thing, we might do fo as to 


all, for nothing is ſo excellent in its own Nature, but may be 


corrupted : The beſt things through the baſeneis of Humane 
Natufe are moſt liable to abuſe ; and it hath been obſerved 
that more Rebellions and Diſorders happen under a remiſs 
and eaſy kind of Government, then what is more arbitrary 
and oppreſſive; an inſtance whereof may be in our own ew 
dom compared with the Nations round about. But to purſue the 


argument higher then from the inconvenience and event only; 


there is not one obligation or duty to God or Man, but a ſeem- 
ing miſchief may ene upon it. He hath been pleaſed to try our 


may 


( to 

may expect the good and recompence thereof; others are to 
perform theirs at their own peril or ment. Su 
ought not to reſtrain the exorbitrancy of Kings; for faith 
the Scripture, Againſt a King there u no riſing up, Prov. 30, 
31. Where the Word of a King u, there is Power, and who may 
ſ wito him, what doſt thou? Eccleſ. 8. 4. Againſt thee, theone- 
ly have I ſinned, Pial.yt. 4- Said David in his confeſſion to 
Gad tor the Murther of Uriah, which ſhews he was account- 
able to him only for that wicked Action. In the New Teſta 
ment is a_Politive command of Chriſt, But 1 ſay unte you, that 
ye reſiſt noi evil, which extends to what is done by thoſe who 
have domirivu over us, and an injury offered by a private per- 
ſen. Net | will not be afraid to ſpeak out, if eicher ſhould 
take advantage over Paſſive Obedience, or the forgiving tem- 
per as to Comineer or affront the more, it is baſeneſ$ in the 
mean while; and it will be determined who afts beſt, of 
who go according to the dictates of corrupted Nature; wh 

is Proud ard Cruel; or who have it corrected by the Wiſdon 
from above, which makes it pure, peace able, gentle and taſy to bt 
int ea cd, Let them be never ſo great in their own or the 
Worlds Opinion, they are but Men : And there is one above, 
who ſl-all cut off the Spirit of Princes, he i terrible to the Ring. 
the Earth, Plal. 76. 12. When they rage moſt, he can puta 
h ok in their Jaws, and lead them back from their purpoſe, 
ſee Iſa. 37. 29. Exth, 29. 3. 4. Dan. 4. Chap. & chap. 11.36. 
Hof. . 16, Heb. 11. 27. If it be his good pleaſure, he can 
fave his people from their violence, or turn them into the 

of his anger, Iſa. 10. 5. And then we are paticntly to ſuſſet 
knowing who ſtriketh, and learn by bis Judgment to bere 
ſoi med from our ſins, we may ſend up Prayers and Tearst: 
him, in whoſe Hand is the Heart of the King, and he turneth 1 
where ſoe ver he wil. God can either alter his thoughts, or ſuf 
him to fall by an Accident, or Sickneſs, or which way it ple 
ſeth his Almighty Wiſdom. Ag ain they are mimi ſhed and bre 
low through Oppreſſion, Aſlect ion, and Sorrow, He poureth 
tempt apo Princes, Pal. 107. 39; 40. He can do it witho! 
our aſſiſtance, for he doth then more grit his own Power 
neither are we to break his commands, for then we juſtly ſuf* 


« Evil-doers, 


veral F God, to 
give Account, ard :eceive for what they 15 done concerning 


bb ele 
The King is bound by Oath to keep Righteou 
niſter true Judgment unto his People; for the obſervation or 
neglect of which he is to give account, Thoſte ſeeds oe 
within, .make all the di 1 v in e World 4 e 
provided agaig by tlie Grace. wo gredtee then 15. 
non, and i £0 ll pope might dwell ſafely, evety Man under 
his Vine, and under his Fig-tree from one end of the Fatth to 
the other, all the days of our Kings and Goverfiours. Chriſt, 
the Eternal Word. bath laid down ſore and LA ing Foundations - 
of Government, To a dex it, and 10 off ablifh M Wie Thdgment, wed 
with Juice, from benceforth even for er; the 'of the Tera 
Hiſt s will perform thu; Wa. 9. 6.7. The Lord tat en ſuch 
ws, Rules and Directions to the World, that, if they were 
obſerved, would produce a perpetual Peace and Settlement 


throughout the whole Earth; But by B dleuce mae raing 
aide comes in 9 every evil Work, as may be ſeen 
by what hath been aforeſaid. 

And having now manifeſted the Truth, and ſhewed theſe 
Relational Duties betayeen King and Subjects, I come to apply 
it ta the People of England, viz. In the late Revolution. 
ting down one King, and ſetting up another, in this They aroa 2. 
Nawwon that have not done Righteouſneſs, bu! they bave reſiſted 
ard for ſacks Ordinanee of their God They have sli de- 

ted from that Eſtabliſhed and Ordet of 51 he 

th ſetup. So they are indanger to dye in their Sins, John 8. 24. 
(C74 periſh in their omn Corruption, 2 pet. 2. 1 4. Their (e- 
Perſons [hall appear before the fad 


this Matter. Sceing they deſpiſed the Oath, by breaking the Cove- 
nam, (when lo, they had given their Hand) and have done all theſe 
thing y they ſhall not eſcape. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, As 1 
Fly AE wine Oath that they hare deſpiſed, and my Covenant that 
they have broken,oven it will 1 Recompence ugon their own Head,E7.tk. 
17.18,1 9. This place of Holy Writ is full and direct to the pre- 


ſent ſe;for it is ſpoken at to the King of Beton, WhO was 
— ey — — an | 4 from God 
as Popiſ Prince: But the goth take mere no- 
tice, when through his own People his Name is propba ned or 


blaſphemed 


ſneſs, and Mi. 8 af 


of pur- Rom. 13» 


n | 

- Slaſphemed Wong the Heathen. He calls it in a pecul iar man. 

ner, Mine Oath and my Covenant : Itis yet a greater aggra vation 

to hold che Truth in e : It is worſe to give occaſion 

far the Way of Truth to be evilſpoken of. And therefore, when 

thoſe of the pure reformed Religion had ſworn a folemn Oath 

of Allegiance and Sypremacy to a King, (whom they then knew 

to be a Popiſt) bis la x ful *Heirs and Succeſlors, in ſo ſtrict and 

. particular a manner, s Words can well expreſs; When they had 

_"_— * [oaks ned him, and performed Fealty; whictrprobably was a 

#ixpuihed like Ceremony which the Prophethere calls (when Jun he had giv. 

toUſurpers en bis Hand) To deſpiſe this Oath, and break this Covenant, 

and Intru- makes Lies ani ſin Rink, and be evil ſpoken of throughout the 

ders World, and offends every one who is zealous for his God, and 
bath a right ſence of his infinite Holineſs and Uprightneſs, 

In this Alteration, , Tney did te Counſel, but ner of the Lord, 

Iſa, 39. t. They had reſpect onto what they thought preſent 

Conveniency, but did not conſult his Word, nor ſeek unto him 

for Direction by Prayer and Humiliation : But it was done by 

_ their own Councils and manner of Vote. Andafterwards they 

Fold cover with a Covering, bar nor of my Spirit, that they may 

Ad Sin to Sin, The Scribe, and Phariſees of our Time have 

found out everal Gloſſes, Diſtinftions, Reſtrictions, and Sex- 

timents of theirown deviſing, by which they would ſlubber 

over Perjury, and ſanctiſie Injaſtice. And there was never any 

corruption of this Nature ſince the World hegan,but there have 

been alſo found ont Prieſts to juſt h it, and judges and Lawyers 

to make it legal ert is manifeſtaer Dent. 32.4. Fab. 1.1 3.1/«. 

5. 16. & 61.8. Job 13. 7. Pſal. 33.4 K 1 7, , . & 145. 19, 

Kom. 3. $. afore cited, and ſundry other places of his Revealed 

Word, That This Revolution is none of God Work or Doing 

in which he is well pleaſed: Only what he fuffers, A he doth 

all the Sin and Wickedne(s in the World, and i he did the 

Manners of the /ſratlizes Forty Years in the Wilderneſs. 

Then they did abrogate the former Oaths of Allegiance and 

Supreaacy, and impoſe a new one. Shall ſuch eſcape by ln: 

75 u have done all theſe Thing s, they ſhall not eſcape. 

The Loyd e bt bebelarih all rhe Sons of Men; 


from the place abiration bt looterb ap all the Inhabitants 
| of 
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upon you, Behold ye Nb auf Wonder, and Penſb: 1 | 


30 
Meter Works, He! 


the y t this 
0 
have done Day by he fevers] 
: ing Stories and Falſe Accuſations, che 
cloſe and hidden Acte of Hypocriſie, all the tricks of Afecbiave- 


li Policy, and the ſeveral kinds of Sin and Wiekedneſi. 
Theſe things pad ay done, aud 1 kept ſilence; but I will Reprove, 
and fet them in or before you. As they were anos 4. 
Time to Time, ſo will be bring every ſecret thing into Jadg- 
ment. | 

. Therefore tha, ſaith the Lord God, a1 I live, ſurely mint Oath 
that they have deſpiſed, and my Covenant that they have bebe, 
even it will 1 Recompence upon their own Head, Here the Threat- 
ning isconfirmec # mach as poſſible, A: / live, which is as ſure 
28 he is God, which again is as certain as there isa World, 


and any thing in it, (for ſome one muſt have made all theſe 


things,(and be is God) fo certainly will he Recompence it upon 

eur own Head. If we miſtake not in the Hiſtory of the Bible, 
This afterwards happened to be true, for hen Zedchiab con- 
trary to his Oath rebelled (compare Exek. 17, with Jer. 52.) 
Nebuckadnezzar K ing of Babylon came with his Army againſt 
Jeruſalem, and took it, and killed the Sons of Zedekiab, and 
put kis on Eyes out, and ſle the Princes of Jadah, and led 
the people into Captivity. And how know we, but the ſame 
God may ſtir up and enable an Army of cruel French and Iriſh 
to invade our own Nation? Or ſuffer the Inhabitants of this 


Land to fall into diſcord. and confuſion, that One i daſhed WIe 


againſt another, as in our late civil Wars and Commot ions. He 
will puniſh this National Sin of Pet jury either in this World, 
or the World to come. God is highly provoked and diſhon- 
oured by every falſe Oath: The ſeveral Perſons, who take it, 

ray that God would help them according to the Truth they 
— and intend to perfor n; bat prevaricating that their 
Prayers ſhall turn into their boſome, and ſo are in danger to 


de deſtitute of his aid, without which they ſhall periſh. 


As yo have a,, deipugd his Oath, ſo you may here deſ- 
piſe his Word and Truth; But beware leſt that alſo come 


left oke hi (14 ) and ſo fall into 1 pr 
heed ou provore TC, and ie fan to 
degree of end ind fore Diſhleafore. It is in cafe 
ter to Night it all off, and pot away his Statutes from 5; bot 
you cannot poſſibly avoid your own Particular Deaths, whereby 
you fall intothe Bands of the Living God, and then he will ac- 
count with all thoſe who behave themſelves ſtubbornly and con- 
temptuouſly againſt him. You may now drive away theſe as 
Mclancholly Fancies out of your Mind; Eat, Drink, and he 
Merry, have retourſe to Company, and fo forget or harden 
your ſelves againſt what is here offered unto you. When the 
two Prophets ſhall be lain, They that dwell upon the Earth ſhall 
make merry , and ſhall ſend Gifts one another; be- 
canſe theſe two Prophets tormented them welt on the Earth, 
Rev. 11. 15. But it would be ſome advantage and help for 
them, if tt ey could eat or drink any thing which would make 
themſelves Immortal, that they ſhould not dye, and ſo prevent 
tkeir own-comirg to judgment: But now as the caſe ſtandeth, 
they had bettet hearken, and alſo comply with thoſe who. 
wc v!d have l indred their own approaching Ruin and Deſtructi- 
on; who do only «xhort and teftifie, that Mankind do repent 
and forſ ke tloſe fins which cauſe preſent Vexation, and 
render them liable unto future Miſery. 

We have Gnned with our Fathers, We have committed Ini- 
quity, We have dene Wickedly. This Nation hath ſlain the 
Lords Anoin'ed,fer which is kept an Anniverſary Day of Hu- 
miliation & Repentarce. His Son was 12 Years kept out of his 
Kir gdom, and afterwards reſtored, for which alſo is an Anni- 
verſary day of Thanksgiving, with forms of Prayer and Devo- 
tion enſwerable toit. His Brother, who hath the ſame Right, 
ſtands now excluded. Be notdeceived, God is not mocked: 
Thovgh he doth now hold his Topgue, and ſeems to be gone 
afar off ; yet even now he ſpeaks nnto us out ofhis Word, and 
is not far from every one of us: However, we muſt meet with 
and appear before him, when the judge ſball teſtifie himſelf,and 
give a clear accoumt how we have Treſpeſſed againſt our God, 
by Tranſgreſbng bis Laws, changing the Ordinance, and 
breaking the everlaſting Covenant. 

Tet now there is boye is Iſrael concerning this thing, Exra * 


E türe of true Reperitance, 
do again we would not do it ; and alis to ut 

much as we can. Accordingly your ſelves being a new c 
ind aſſembled again in Parliament; and there appoi 
ry month a Day of Faſting and Humiliation thru 
be kingdom, wherein according to the Leſſon appai 
en Rig Service, we ate to ber people their Branſgry 

he 

all 


owſe of Jacob their Sins: We are tolooſe the bands of wicked. 
ſr, te undo the bravy burdens, and to let the Oppreſſoa go ſree, 
that ye break every Yoke : So that you may take Counſel 
+, om God, and ſeek out of his Word and Commandment, Whe- 
her you ought not in Doty ſend Commi and reſtore 
ke Hour late King James to the Seat and Throne of his Anceſtors. 
nt rbings may be yet peaceably adjuſted and eſtabliſhed upon the 
e Foundation of Righteouſneſs. A general and comprehen- 
ho. Wire Act of Oblivion and Indemnity may Paſs and (as in the 
ti- tauration of David after the Conſpiracy and Rebellion of 
nt Wis Son) it might be ſo ordered that Not one Man be put to b 
nd Meath. All former Tranſaftions may be forgiven and paſſed 
„and Things for the future may be firmly eſtabliſhed and 


ii. ccured for Chr iſt ian Liberty againſt the undue Incroachments Jer. 30 · 9. 
he BY Popery and Arbitrary Government. | | 
u- 


his Our Nature is ſomewhat aukward and averſe to Repent: What to undo 
- Maj recanc, to accuſe out ſelves of fault, folly and ſhame, to be a _— 
a Contemptible to wiſe men, and to the Nations round about, ſeem: hard in 
'0- natural proud ſtate» Yet it is not unreaſonable to confeſs what we can- 
wot deny, our imperſeRion and want of fore- Aght. It is an aft of Prudence 
return from our Errour, and of ſuch an one who is able to diſcern what is 
rally good and profitable.1t is an advancement to a better ſtate: Was it not 


e unreaſonable to do theſe — firſt, then it is now to leave them 
0d eden they are diſcovered to be falſe and unrighteeus? But chiefly which 
th Ehould have been mentioned inthe fcft place,ſeeing we have — 
nd great and goq Ged ;- we are required, Only acknowledge rhine ini quim that 
d. , bot tre td gain the Lord thy God, Jer. 3.13. by deſpiling his 

. ing hs Covenant, and forſaking his Ordinance. lithet you muſt - 


1 \this now, which through the is and Mercy of God may avail to 
ſoctziveneſi and reward, or you will wiſh hereafter in vain, ou had dene 
t to turn (rom your ſelves guils and condemnation. nnn, | 


Gt 
Devil | eee ; 
weth nor bis , 1 John 3. . 10. Tee man go beyohd and defraud 
l apy matter, for the Ladis che Avenger of all ſuch, 


I v.71 TT EET IT _— 
* And raw heit ll the ſe things heſore you:; To ſend me unto Prifon, 
or to proceed ſtili ga inſt me as a2 <v11:dotr, © T his f to 44% /niquity 10 your 
L „ 4 n t0:come- into tht Way of Righte auſneſt : It is to ic C againſt the 
&;, which the mare fiercely yo do, the more you will wound your (elves. 
Lam a poor decrepit Creatute, & partake of the lame Fleſh and Blood, but if 
Acts. 5. 39 you will proſecute that Manife ſtation of the Word and Truth of God, which 
& 23.9. "apptars forth through ne, thivis to b Age bim, and to inflict Puniſh. 
ent on therGod-head bitnſelf, if he were liable to ſuſſe but however, 
becanſe that i in your Power, and we have; ſence and weakneſs to receive, 
Jeu are n ſame unto his Servant. It is eſteemed by ſome a piece 
of Bra "that they can do things againſt the Truth, «nd (as their Fathers 
did before them) perſecute and kill the Prophets, who were appointed to 
male it known, But let ſuck conſider, or they (hall feel that all thoſe who 
of ſet purpoſt go againſt thoſe Pillars of Truth (whereby God hath deter- 
mined to, juagę t he SP Wl that they had better run their Head 
.againft a ©: -Wall, whi may out their own Brains, but that re- 
inge And when the ſame God (who rarrieththe Gene ratiomt 
mankind a at with 's Flood, they 41 are 4 Sleep )ſhall call them to account for 
P g. their Uſage to thoſe Prophers,aud Wiſe men an Scribes whom be ſext They (hall 
know that they had better let them alone. And let thoſe of the preſent 
Age (albeit they have humane Authority on their ſide) take heed to them- 
ſelves what tbeꝝ intend ta do as touching any one, who doth only bear forth 
TeRtimaony Againſt a National Sin arid lou, to keep up the Govern» 
ment of him, who is God of Gods, Ta ord of Lor is, the great King of 
"aff the Earth 7 and alſo to aflert 7 ichftanding all Tranſgreſſion) the 
lannutable and eternal Rules of judgment and Righteouſneſs. 


R tchard Stafford. 
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